
  

      The P ster  

         December 2017 

Praise and Thanksgiving to Our God for the 

new Cursillistas whom we welcomed to our 

community this past October!  It was clear in 

their witness at the closings that the Holy 

Spirit filled the weekends with the presence of 

Jesus though our teams.  The touch of his love 

and the fire of the Spirit was apparent in the 

words shared by all.  We have all been blessed 

by the experiences of the weekend, but now 

comes the most important time for all: The 4th 

Day. 

 

The Cursillo method is lived out to the full 

only after the weekend ends.  It is by living our 

4th Day well where our lives are transformed by 

God’s love.  Our daily application of Piety, 

Study and Action that brings forth a metanoia 

in our lives and in our friends lives. 

 

We, the ‘Gallo y Gallina’ of the movement, 

must nurture our ‘babe chicks’ as they start 

their 4th Day.  We must help them attain the 

support described in the Total Security talk, 

Group Reunions, and Ultreya.   

 

Sponsors: Follow up with those you brought to 

the Cursillo, help them find or form a group, 

take them to Ultreya and School of Leaders. 

 

Team Members:  Encourage our new friends to 

come to Ultreya, help them to join a group. 

All of us need to be welcoming, to invite a new 

Cursillista to join our existing group, to greet 

them at Ultreya and when we see them in our 

parishes. 

 

Let us all strengthen our 4th Day through prayer, 

friendships and community.  To spread the 

message to all that God loves us! 

 

   Ultreya! 

    Woody 
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Advent 2017 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Cursillo, 

 

We are making the transition as we begin the season of Advent into the beginning of a new 

liturgical year.  There is a three-cycle rotation of liturgical years.  We have Cycle A which 

highlights Saint Matthew’s gospel, Cycle B which highlights Saint Mark’s gospel and Cycle 

C which highlights Saint Luke’s gospel.  The gospel of Saint John is interspersed throughout 

the three cycles.  We just concluded Cycle A which is the gospel of Saint Matthew.  Now 

we begin Cycle B which is Saint Mark.  These cycles provide us the opportunity to hear 

from each gospel writer and the message which is the focus of each gospel.   

 

Advent has a two-fold character no matter which cycle we are in.  It is always a time of 

preparation for Christmas, which was the First Coming.  But it is also the time when we 

must prepare ourselves for Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.  These two comings 

provide a period of joy-filled expectation; one that is proximate and one that is long – 

awaited.  The readings throughout the season prepare us to celebrate the birth of Christ 

while reflecting on all of salvation history.  We are invited to begin again on our journey 

repeating the stories that remind us of the coming of Christ in history while preparing us 

for His coming again.   

 

God’s ways are not always our ways and we need to remind ourselves of all that Jesus has 

done for us. As Cursillistas, we are called to help our brothers and sisters to on this journey 

of living out our fourth day to Christmas and ultimately to when we will behold God face to 

face.  Happy Advent!    

 

        

    With love and prayers, 

 

     Fr. Marty 
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“HERE I AM LORD, I HAVE HEARD YOU CALLING …..” 
 

The Holy Spirit was very active during the 88th Men’s Weekend!  Because the 87th Men’s 

Weekend was cancelled, the 88th Team members were a bit anxious about the number of 

candidates before our Team Meetings began.  But the Allentown Diocese Cursillo Community, 

driven by the Holy Spirit, worked hard and sponsored 21 special men! 

 

The atmosphere throughout the Weekend was one of openness to the Holy Spirit, and very much 

in sync with our theme song, Here I Am Lord.  The candidates listened intently to the talks 

(some very emotional ones!), vigorously discussed their thoughts and 

points of view, and prepared posters at a very fast pace.  While the posters 

were “interesting”, it was the verbal description of the thought process 

behind images that was quite unique!  Especially since we had “technical” 

tables and “artistic” tables!  One of the tables is ready to obtain a copyright 

on “Paco”, the main character throughout their posters!   

 

The community building by the candidates and team was wonderful to observe throughout the 

weekend.  As expected, the chapel visits were very emotional and bonded the table groups 

together.  There were many light moments on the weekend, like the not-too-successful attempts 

to steal the bell from Asst. Rector Jim MacDougall, the party Saturday evening, the joke telling 

after meals, etc. 

 

And, of course, it is the Spiritual aspect of our activities that is at the core of the Weekend in 

bringing people closer to Christ.  Msgr. Edward Coyle and Deacon Bill Hassler, in their talks, 

made the main points in a low-keyed manner which created an atmosphere of openness and 

simplicity.   This open atmosphere included not only the talks but Agape, Reconciliation, Masses, 

Chapel visit, etc..   

 

As usual, it was somewhat sad to leave the mountaintop at the end of the Weekend – we had 

groups that wanted to stay to do more posters!  We praise the Lord for all he has done for us! 

 

This community of new Cursillistas and team was well established by the end of the Weekend, 

and now it is up to us, our whole Cursillo community, to keep it going by insuring that all new 

Cursillistas join a small group and attend Ultreyas regularly!   

 

ONWARD!  

DeColores!         Tony Martocci 
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“RECEIVE THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST WHOSE HERALD YOU ARE” 
 

I began writing this just a few days after coming off the mountain.  My head is still spinning 

from everything that took place—the graces, the blessings, the conversions, the surrenders, the 

healings.  I am still amazed that I was part of all that transpired. 

 

When I was called and asked to accept the great honor of being Rectora, I was actually already 

on a parish retreat with my friends from St. Benedict.  (I am a self-diagnosed retreat junkie.) 

Having only made my own weekend in October 2009, I felt completely unqualified.  When I 

thought of the respected ladies who have preceded me, I knew I was not in their league.  I held 

them in high esteem and while I strived for their level of holiness, I knew I still had much work 

to do. 

 

But between the Holy Spirit, the Blessed Mother, St. Therese of Lisieux (AKA “St. Therese of 

Lisowix”) and Fr. Walter Ciszek, I was given the graces I would need to lead the most amazing 

team to what I trust was a spiritually successful weekend.  Anyone who has served on team 

knows there are always those stumbling blocks, thrown in to test our dedication to 

evangelization.  Can we overcome our own pet peeves, biases and weaknesses to allow the Holy 

Spirit to do His work, without getting in His way?  I could only pray that I would. 

 

During the Sacraments Talk (my personal favorite), Fr. Rich Brensinger shared how he 

frequently gives spending time in Eucharistic Adoration as “penance” in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  Having received this sage advice myself, I have come to truly enjoy time spent 

before Our Lord in quiet and in prayer.  It was such a blessing to see it deeply affect the 

candidates and table assistants during the chapel visits.  As I knelt before the 

tabernacle with Fr. Rich, holding his hand, I felt the unfathomable love and 

joy of the Holy Spirit flow between us.  I felt the quiet strength I would need 

come to me and calm my heart.  I was fortified with the gifts I would need to 

make this experience an unforgettable one for the candidates, as well as those 

serving on team with me.   

 

As I look back on all the precious memories that were made, there is a part of me that would 

like to write them all down so that I may remember them and cherish them for many years.  

Even now, I smile as I think of a few.  But as I was praying the Rosary on my way to work this 

morning, I was reminded of the words from Luke 2:19--“And Mary kept all these things, 

reflecting on them in her heart.”  So, while there is a great temptation to commit to paper a 

treatise of the weekend’s insights and revelations, I will instead follow the example of our dear 

Blessed Mother and quietly treasure each beautiful moment in my heart.  I know they will be 

kept safe there and the words of the Holy Spirit will be much more eloquent than anything I 

could possibly write on my own.   
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And because God has such a marvelous sense of humor, I will now begin preparing to assist 

with the Diocesan Intercollegiate Retreat in November.  Because retreats are like potato chips--

-you can’t have just one! 

          Susan Teaford 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEET THE NEW CURSILLISTAS . . .  

 

Loretta Augustin    St. Mary, Kutztown    

Paul Bassler    St. Catharine of Siena, Reading    

Jane Bennett    St. Mary, Kutztown    

Amelia Biancone     St. John Baptist, Shillington    

Dorothy Boyle     St. Mary, Kutztown    

Nadine Cabrera    St. Veronica    

Bernadette Chambers   Assumption BVM, Northampton    

Tom Chessman     St. Thomas More, Allentown    

Michael DeLuca    St. Jane Frances de Chantal    

Paul DiBenedetto    Assumption BVM, Colesville    

Lisa Embon    SS. Peter and Paul    

Margie Engler    St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown    

Tina Enix     St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown    

Jack Ferencin    St. Theresa, Hellertown    

Monica Fignar    St. Joseph, Orefield    

John Freeh     St. Theresa, Hellertown    

Theresa Gilmore    St. Philip Neri, Pennsburg    

Alma Goodman    St. Ann, Emmaus    

Muriel Hadnagy    St. Mary, Kutztown    

Amy Henneman    St. John Baptist, Shillington   

Rev Guency Isaac    St. Ignatius Loyola, Sinking Spring    

Elizabeth Kase    St. Benedict, Reading    

Fred Kimock    St. Ann, Emmaus    

Matthew Kloiber    St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown    

Theodore Kochen    St. Columbkill, Boyertown  
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Deacon James Kochu    St. Columbkill, Boyertown    

Kenneth Kunkel    St. Peter the Apostle    

Joan McGinley    St. Anne, Bethlehem    

Joshuah McIntyre     St. Thomas More, Allentown    

Theresa Otto    St. Thomas More, Allentown    

Joshua Petrauskas    St. Columbkill, Boyertown    

Joseph Preisler    Assumption BVM, Colesville    

Lori Psota     St. Columbkill, Boyertown    

Mary Rehrer    St. Ignatius Loyola, Sinking Spring    

David Schiaffo    St. Ann, Emmaus    

Heather Schweizer   St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown    

Jeffrey Schweizer    St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown    

George Sefranek    Assumption BVM, Colesville    

Vicki Sefranek    Assumption BVM, Colesville    

Joe Shields     St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown    

Mark Stang     St. Joseph, Orefield    

Ann Stearly     St. Ann Parish, Phoenixville    

Patty Szipszky    St. Mary Magdalen, Media    

Mike Tully     St. Joseph, Orefield 

 

 

 

Donations to Cursillo 
In memory of  Rev.  Robert J. Reed 

 
Send to: 

Theresa Racek, Treasurer 
602 N. 13th Street 

Allentown, PA 18102 
 

Checks  should be made payable to:  
Allentown  

Cursillo Movement 
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DECEMBER 2017    

Fri., Dec. 8 Spanish Ultreya Holy Infancy, Bethlehem 7:00 PM  

Mon. Dec. 11 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Mon., Dec. 25 A Joyous Christmas to All!    

     

JANUARY 2018    

Mon., Jan. 8 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Mon., Jan 15 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Mon., Jan 22 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Sat., Jan. 27 School of Leaders St. Mary, Kutztown 8:30 AM  

     

FEBRUARY 2018    

Mon., Feb. 12 Allentown ULtreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Mon., Feb. 19 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Mon., Feb. 26 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  
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